FOUNTAIN COUNTY

 ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION
Minutes
Mar 21, 2024
A: Call to Order: 6:00pm
Minutes last Meeting- Feb 22, 2024
	Motion to Approve Minutes 
	SECONDED
	VOTE

	Glen Walter
	Mark Bertolino
	8-0


B. The following members were present:

_x__ Sue Ann Anderson 

_x__ Jamie Shonkwiler


___ Laura Bush



_x__ Tim Shumaker 

_x__Campbell White


_x__ Mark Bertolino
_x__ Jim McKee


          _x__ Glen Walter
_x__ Jake McGraw

Others in Attendance:  Kent Minnette, Brenda Hardy, Jessica & Doug Anderson, Angie Burke, Roger Azar, Tom Booe, Carol Owens, Sandy Seyfert, Jeff Fishero, Clint Knoy, Ryan Dowers
C. Determination of Quorum - _X__ Yes   ___ No
D. Report of Committees and Officers – All filled
E. Public Comment – 

Clint Knoy, a septic installer that has worked in many counties and discuss the difference in cost of a typical system and engineered septic system a. A typical system will cost $14-16,000 and with an engineered septic ads 4400 to 5400 additional cost. His opinion is that it engineered septic system is a little much for fountain county at this time and will be imposing unnecessary cost on the people. He works with eric and he does a really good job at catching issues. The county is already held to the state standards. And is not a lesser system. the current draft reads all new residential would be required to have a fully engineered septic system. 

Ryan Dowers who work at the Fountain Trust company. He presented examples of issues that Fountain Trust has had while dealing with Building permits. He stated that rules on permitting should have some common since application but as people develop, they loose common since. Just because is seems to be a good Idea it may not be well applied and can over complicate the process. 
Jessica Anderson asked if the topics just discussed were related to the specific ordinances that are in the draft and when those would be available for the public to review. 

County Attorney explained that they would be available to review when the draft is finalized and scheduled for a public hearing. Tim explained that Roger went out to other counties that he worked with and put together a lot of stuff in their ordinances and the board in now weeding through them slowly and are going to come up with our ordinance so just because it's in there doesn't mean that it was going to happen. And Campbell brought in some people in to tell you about real restrictive zoning, and that none of us in this room wants real restrictive zoning but we don't want County to be a you know it ran over either. 

Angie Burke stated that we need to revisit the solar ordinance because we still need to have a public hearing put back in so neighbors are aware of solar coming, because they won’t know until they are being built. People need to still have a voice.  She doesn’t want the board to forget that we need to do something because the way the ordinance is right now solar companies are knocking on our door. The Ordinance prior had a public hearing portion in the and the 2021 ordinance removed the public hearing. She asked if there is something, we can do quicker to keep solar companies can’t come in and be grandfathered in. During discussion it was asked if the County could have a permit that companies could file with the county so the county was award of what companies are soliciting in this area. The citizens would also like a property value guarantee. 
Mark Bertolino responded that he thinks that the level of commitment around transparency Is important however they don't when a Solar Company comes into town knocking on doors until they approach us, we don't know that they're knocking on doors. He doesn’t want to tell somebody what to do with their own land but does agree that it is important that their neighbor have transparency to know that that the neighbor has been approached by solar. 

Jamie Shonkwiler said that there heard and would take into consideration the public concern. 
F. Old Business- 
· Special Exception Permit- animal shelter has been rescinded for the property on Mountain Rd. Owner was looking to lease to the shelter but added a restriction on not allowing dogs due to his concern of neighbors being upset about dogs barking all night.
· Ordinance Draft-  
Campbell White had prepared a list of questions he had for the first half of the Ordinance that is currently being drafted. The draft he received is about 282 pages and was questioning whether that was fully necessary for Fountain County. He thinks there are things that really need to have a little bit more discussion on. He sent those questions to Roger and sent them out to everyone on the board for discussion in the meeting. The Board went over a number of questions on the Ordinance that is in draft. 

G. New Business – 
· Comprehensive Plan Update- Public Hearing Scheduled for April meeting
· Jim McKee had concern that the decision to hold the Public Hearing was not done correctly and that the Commissioners went forward without a vote from the APC. Tim Shumaker called for a motion to hold the public hearing Jim McKee makes the motion and was seconded by Jamie Shonkwiler vote was 8-0.  Only thing that was taken out after the meeting was a clause for Affordable housing. Updated draft is online. 
· Jamie asked where we were on the social media. Things are posted on a county Facebook page are sent to Brenda or Brad it is not used for communication it’s just to post informational things. The Commissioners have added a link on the Commissioners web page “Meeting Center” where you can make a public comment that will be addressed at the next meeting and a link to watch a live feed of recorded meetings, and print off the agenda.  They are looking to hire someone to help communicate to the public what is going on in the county. 

· Subdivision- Sugar Maple Valley on Rock field Road

· Roger Azar presented a Sub division plat was presented to the APC to approve the new plat so it can be recorded. After some discussion it was decided that the subdivision is in the Veedersburg Fringe and will there jurisdiction not the County. 
H. Communications from Members – 
Next Scheduled Meeting

	DATE
	TIME
	PLACE

	Apr 25, 2024
	6:00 PM
	FOUNTAIN COUNTY COURT HOUSE


Meeting Adjourn

	7:58 pm
	Seconded
	 Vote
	Time

	Sue Ann Anderson
	Mark Bertolino
	8-0
	7:58 pm


Page 2 of 2

