Fountain County Plan Commission’s Certification
Of Proposed Text Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance

The Fountain County Advisory Plan Commission, under Indiana Code §36-7-4-605 and
607, hereby certifies to the Fountain County Board of Commissioners proposed text
amendments to the Zoning Ordinance. The proposed text amendments are attached.

The Plan Commission believes the proposed text amendments are consistent with Indiana
Code §36-7-4-600 and otherwise comply with Indiana Code §36-7-4 and all other legal
requirements.

The Plan Commission held a properly noticed public hearing on the proposed text
amendment on April 24, 2025, which proposed that Article 9, Section 9.06 of the
Fountain County Zoning Ordinance be amended as follows:

9.06 CSES Permits. Prior to constructing a CSES, an application for a CSES
Permit must be filed with the Zoning Administratior by the property owners of
the parcels within the proposed CSES, or their authorized agent (including, but
not limited to, the developer of the proposed CSES). The applicant must submit
to the Zoning Administrator a conceptual site plan which includes the general
footprint of the CSES, the approximate number of panels, the maximum
generating capacity, the general location of all fences, electrical poles and lines,
the location of all other equipment and structures, the general location of all
access roads and right-of-way, a general road use plan for construction, general
specifications for equipment, compliance with all applicable industry standards
and safety codes, and Federal Aviation Administration rules and regulations
(collectively the “CSES Plan”). Within 15 days of receipt of an application for a
CSES permit, the Zoning Administrator will determine whether the application
is complete. The Zoning Administrator will notify the applicant in writing of his
determination. If the application is complete, the application will be reviewed
by the Zoning Administrator as a request for a CSES Permit, as provided for in
Article 9. If the application is not complete, the applicant must provide to the
Zoning Administrative the supplemental information within sixty (60) days. If
the applicant fails to provide the supplemental materials for the application in a
timely manner, the application will be dismissed.



Provided, however, a moratorium is hereby imposed on the filing and
acceptance of any new application for permits under this Article, and this

moratorium will commence upon the passing of this amendment and end on
December 30, 2026.

When considering the proposed text amendment, the Plan Commission paid reasonable
regard to (1) the Comprehensive Plan; (2) current conditions and the character of current
structures and uses in each district; (3) the most desirable use for which the land in each
district is adapted; (4) the conservation of property values throughout Fountain County;
and, (5) all other appropriate considerations promoting responsible development and

growth.

After proper consideration, a majority of the Plan commission members voted to certify
the proposed text amendments to the Board of Commissioners with:

& a favorable recommendation

an un favorable recommendation

no recommendation

The vote was S in favor of this recommendation, _( 2 against this
recommendation, and J  abstention(s).

ATTEST: Qwﬁ%’l Bﬁw\/@

, Secretary

Dated: April 24, 2025

[The remainder of this page intentionally left blank.]



This certification is made on April 24, 2025, by a majority of the Fountain County
Advisory Plan Commission, as follows:
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Proposed Text Amendment
Article 9, Section 9.06 of the Fountain County Zoning Ordinance

9.06 CSES Permits. Prior to constructing a CSES, an application for a CSES Permit must be
filed with the Zoning Administrator by the property owners of the parcels within the proposed
CSES, or their authorized agent (including but not limited to, the developer of the proposed
CSES). The applicant must submit to the Zoning Administrator a conceptual site plan which
includes the general footprint of the CSES, the approximate number of panels, the maximum
generating capacity, the general location of all fences, electrical poles and lines, the location of
all other equipment and structures, the general location of all access roads and rights-of-way, a
general road use plan for construction, general specifications for equipment, compliance with
all applicable industry standards and safety codes, and F ederal Aviation Administration rules
and regulations (Collectively the “CSES Plan”). Within 15 days of receipt of an application for
a CSES permit, the Zoning Administrator will determine whether the application is complete.
The Zoning Administrator will notify the applicant in writing of his determination. If the
application is complete, the application will be reviewed by the Zoning Administrator as a
request for a CSES Permit, as provided for in Article 9. If the application is not complete, the
applicant must provide to the Zoning Administrative the supplemental information within sixty

(60) days. If the applicant fails to provide the supplemental materials for the application in a

timely manner, the application will be dismissed. Provided, however, a moratorium is hereby

imposed on the filing and acceptance of any new applications for permits under this Article,

and this moratorium will commence upon the passing of this amendment and end on December
30, 2026.
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01137898 FCN 3/27/2025
Fountain County Plan
Commission
Notice of Public Hearing to
Consider Proposed
Text Amendments to the
Fountain County Zoning
Ordinance
The Fountain County Plan Com-
mission will hold a public hear-
ing on Thursday, April 24, 2025,
at 6:00 p.m. to consider the ad-
option of proposed amend-
ments to the Zoning Ordinance
for the County. The meeting will
be held in the Fountain County
Courthouse's Council Cham-
bers, 2nd floor, 301 Fourth
Street, Covington, Indiana
47932. The proposed amended
Zoning Ordinance, if adopted,
will apply to all unincorporated

areas in Fountain County.

The proposed text amendments
suspend Article 9, which per-
mits and regulates Solar Farms
and Facilities in Agriculture and
Industrial Zoning Districts,ex-
tending the current moratorium
period as it applies to commer-
cial solar energy systems to give
the County time to further evalu-
ate and analyze the impact of
commercial solar energy sys-
tems development on the
County and their compliance
with the Fountain County Com-
prehensive Plan and Indiana
law.

The proposed ordinance con-
tains the following penalty provi-

sions:

VIOLATIONS AND PENAL-
TIES: Any structure or use that
violates this Ordinance shall be
deemed to be a common nuis-
ance and the owner of the struc-
ture or land shall be liable for
maintaining a common nuis-
ance. Any person or legal entity
that is found by a Court of com-
petent jurisdiction to have viol-
ated any provision of this Ordin-
ance may be fined not more
than Two Thousand Five Hun-
dred Dollars ($2,500.00) per of-
fenses, plus costs, and attorney
fees where the action is not
brought pursuant to 1.C. 36-7-4-
1013, and have judgment
entered accordingly.
Citizens appearing at the public
hearing will have an opportunity
to provide comments concern-
ing the proposed Zoning Ordin-
ance. All interested citizens are
encouraged to attend. The Plan
Commission may continue the
hearing from time to time as
may be found necessary. Cit-
izens may file written objections
with APC Chair Jon Schrock,
301 Fourth Street, Covington,
Indiana 47932 before the public
hearing. All such written objec-
tions will be considered by the
Plan Commission.

A copy of the proposed text
amendments is on file and may
be examined at the Fountain
County Website & Assessor's
office at 301 Fourth Street, Cov-
ington, indiana 47932 (765-793-
2743), office hours are 8:00-4:30
weekdays except holidays.

In accordance with the Americ-
ans with Disabilities Act, if any-
one intending to attend the pub-
lic hearing needs reasonable ac-
commodation, please contact
the Fountain County Auditor's
office at 301 Fourth Street, Cov-
ington, Indiana 47932 (765-793-
2243).

This notice dated March 21,

2025,
Jon Schrock, APC Chair

henavin



a 1)
Kankakee Valley Publishing
n ]
Advertisin
Waest Frankfort, IL 62896
R e c e i t Phone: 574-583-5121
p Fax: 219-866-3775

\ /

4 r ]

FOUNTAIN COUNTY AUDITOR Acct #: 10102082 h
301 Fourth St. Phone: (765)793-6243
Covington, IN 47932 Date: 03/21/2025

Ad #: 01137898

Salesperson: 207 Ad Taker: 207

. \. J
Class: 996 Ad Notes:

Sort Line: 01137898 FCN Solar Text Ord.

Gescription Start Stop Ins. Cost/Day Amount )
40 Fountain County Neighbor 03/27/2025 03/27/2025 1 42.48 42.48
Ad Text: Payment Reference:

01137888 FCN 3/27/2025

Fountain County Plan

Commission

Notice Ic:f Public Hearing to Total: 42.48

Consider Proposed Tax: 0.00

Text Amendments to the

Fountain County Zoning Net: 42.48

Ordinance -

The Fountain County Plan Commission will hold a public hearing on Prepaid: 0.00
C Total Due 42.48 )

KVP1010208200000000000042448




Fountain County Plan Commission
Sign In Seet for Public Comment

S S

ST

DA yfﬁ’!ﬁf,«i@ﬁ




